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Indications for 2-Step Tuberculin Skin Test 
For healthcare workers, residents and staff of correctional and long-term care facilities 

Situation Result 

No previous tuberculin skin test (TST) result. 2-step baseline TST. 

Previous negative TST result (documented or not) more than 12 
months before new employment. 2-step baseline TST. 

Previous documented negative TST result 12 months or less 
before new employment. 

Single TST needed for baseline testing—this test 
will be the second step. 

Two or more previous documented negative TST results but most 
recent TST was more than 12 months before new employment. Single TST needed—2-step testing is not necessary. 

Previous documented positive TST result. No TST. 

Previous undocumented positive TST result. 2-step baseline TST. 

Previous BacÍlle Calmette-GuerÍn (BCG) vaccination. 2-step baseline TST. 

Programs that use blood test for Mycobacterium tuberculosis—
Interferon-Gamma Release Assay (IGRA) including QuantiFeron 
TB-Gold® (QFT). 

See supplement—Using QFT-G for diagnosing M. 
tuberculosis infections in healthcare workers. 

For newly hired healthcare workers and others who will be routinely tested (e.g., residents or staff of correctional or long-
term care facilities), a previous positive TST does not contraindicate a subsequent TST, unless the test was associated with 
severe ulceration or anaphylactic shock (substantially rare adverse events). If the previous positive TST result is not 
documented, administer 2-step TST or offer IGRA. 
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