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Public Health is Essential
Public health is a vital investment to protect Pierce County communities 
from preventable healthcare costs as day-to-day needs become less 
affordable. We invite you to help support this mission during the 2026 
Legislative Session.

Invest in Foundational Public Health Services (FPHS).
Protecting public health helps kids get to school, stabilizes our workforce, 
and reduces healthcare burdens. 

We are grateful for lawmakers’ continued support for FPHS. Any additional 
cuts to FPHS will hurt our most basic public health services. We ask you to 
maintain the current investment and adjust the vapor tax formula to stabilize 
this funding source in 2027.

HB 2442/SB 6294—Expand use of the property tax to 
support public health infrastructure. 
This would create an option for counties to levy a maximum property tax of 
5 cents per $1,000 of assessed value to support public health clinics. The 
funding could support the transformation of vacant commercial property into 
a vibrant community health hub where we can respond to service gaps in the 
coming decades.

HB 2242/SB 5967—Maintain access to preventive services.
According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, immunizations are a safe 
and cost-effective way to prevent disease, disability and death. Proposed 
legislation will ensure clear and reliable vaccine guidance.

Provide rapid, systemwide response to food insecurity. 
United Way of Pierce County estimates over 120,000 people, including 
42,000 children, are at risk of food insecurity each year. Increasing 
neighborhood-level access to healthy food is vital for health equity. 
Recommendations from Washington’s Food Donation Working Group will 
support flexible food delivery models and encourage safe transport of fresh 
food to relief organizations. 

Promote healthy, weather-resilient housing and affordability. 
Many Pierce County residents live in substandard conditions that affect their 
health because of older housing and a lack of resources for repair. Federal 
impacts on housing vouchers will also have negative impacts on housing 
affordability.

We need healthy housing repairs, utility and rental assistance, and flexible 
funding to keep Pierce County residents safe and stably housed.
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https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/immunizations/vaccination-recommendations-by-the-aap/?srsltid=AfmBOop3tzJkGWBrguBwkwazs-PLfspK6NxoreCuWg9b7yKXEu4KvHC-

