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WRF Sump Inspections 
 

  

You may be able to submit photographs instead of scheduling piping and sump inspections. Contact 
communitysafety@tpchd.org or call (253) 649-1713 to see if your project qualifies. We’ll send you written approval 
after we review your photographs. Do not fill the pool until you receive approval. We may need additional 
photographs or changes.  

You must send photographs of each sump. 

• Show the overall layout of the drain system. Identify and differentiate sumps by writing on the pool shell or 
labeling sumps. If there is more than one drain system (e.g. your spa has a circulation and jet system), 
clearly indicate which sumps go with which system (e.g. “Recirc 1” or “Jet 1”).  

• Pictures must clearly show the following: 

 
 

A. Pipe size. 
B. Pipe depth. 
C. Minimum ledge depth—photo not required. 
D. Maximum ledge width—photo not required. 
E. Minimum pipe offset. 
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• Pipe size (A). 
o Show the pipe size of all main drain pipes using a tape measure or ruler. 

 

   
Examples of A 
 

• Pipe depth (B).  
o Pipe must be cut to show pipe depth. Lay a board or level across the surface of the pool and indicate 

depth to the pipe with a ruler or tape measure.  

   
Examples of B 
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• Pipe offset (E). 
o Lay a tape measure or ruler across the surface of the pool that is centered over the pipe. If the pipe is 

off-center in the sump, position the tape measure or ruler to show the smallest measurement. 
 

   
Examples of E 

 
Notes 

• Label each drain (e.g. drain 1 and drain 2 or drain A and drain B) for easy identification. 
• Provide photographs for each equalizer line sump as well.  
• We will require additional pictures or an in-person inspection if photographs do not clearly show all 

dimensions listed above. 
• Take photographs from directly overhead to properly illustrate the dimensions.  
• Photographs must match the dimensions and materials submitted on your approved plans. We must 

approve any changes in writing.  
• If using manufactured sumps, we don’t require all measurements. Take photos of the pipe size and the 

make and model of the plate(s) on the sumps.  
• Installation requirements vary. Always follow the manufacturer’s installation requirements. Your 

photographs should clearly show your installation meets manufacturer requirements.  


